Portfolio essays: Guidelines for Dr. Watson’s advisees…

Each proposition’s reflective essay should be approximately 3-5 pages in length. 

Include references to relevant literature, but don’t be excessive. Three to five references for each essay are sufficient. Make connections to literature and research used in the program, as well as additional sources related to practice when relevant. This demonstrates your scholarly learning. 

1. Introduction: State the proposition you are writing to and explain the key parts of that proposition that your artifacts and essay shall be addressing. You do not need to address every element of every standard. Take ownership of the standards and relate them to your own work in a meaningful way. Begin with one paragraph of introduction that states the standards, includes your interpretation of the standard, and explicitly identifies your artifacts that you will write to in support of your attainment of the standard. 

2. Main body: Write your reflections on how each artifact relates to the standards. Begin with program artifacts, and then move to artifacts of practice. For each artifact write one-two paragraphs of reflection. Do not restate substantial content from the artifact. Allow it to speak for itself to some degree. Highlight the key ideas of how the artifact illustrates the standard. Provide some context to the artifact; let us know where it comes from (i.e. which course it was associated with, or how it emerged from practice). Include relevant contextual details when necessary; such as conversations with professors or cohort members, associated learning, or details of practice that relate to the artifact. However be concise and not overly chatty or informal. 
As part of your discussion of each artifact include comments about how the production of that artifact influenced your learning or practice. We are looking for evidence of transformation, growth, or application of new learning, or perhaps reinforcement of previous learning. In particular, note how you have grown or developed through the work and learning associated with artifacts. 

If you lean more towards a thematic approach to presenting the artifacts and addressing the standard that is acceptable, however please discuss with me first so we are on the same page and have developed a coherent organizational structure. By default let’s assume a linear discussion of the artifacts. You can certainly discuss how they relate to one another when relevant. 

3. Conclusion/summary: Include a brief summary as conclusion that synthesizes your main ideas and comes full circle in describing your attainment of the standard, or the proposition. Do this in one paragraph and conclude with a few ideas for future professional growth related to the standard. 

